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BACKGROUND OF THE USO 


The groups making up the USO are YWCA, YMCA, National Jewish Welfare Board, 
National Catholic Community Service, National Travelers! Aid, Salvation 
Army, and Camp Shows. 


Because of the religious affiliations of its member agencies, USO is uni- 
quely equipped to offer a program of service to Protestant, Jew, and 
Catholic alike. The charter states that USO is a voluntary organization 
supported by the American people primarily through Community Chest, and 
United Funds. It serves the men and women in the Armed Forces regardless 
of race, religion, color or creeds 


In December 1916, USO received an honorable discharge since it had been 
born as a War emergency organization, with the understanding that it go out 
of existence when the need was no longer present, but In February 1951 it 
was recalled but no longer as a temporary organization but as a permanent 
one since it was felt by the Defence Department of the United States, the 
Military and the President that as long as we maintained a military force 
of considerable size it seemed necessary. The USO serves a vital link 
between the civilian life which the men and women have left and to which 
they will return. USO is a civilian organization. If the question should 
be asked you at any time--"Why doesn't the Government take over?", Our 
answer is, in camps men are fed, clothed, trained and drilled by the Govern- 
ment but morale cannot be tucked away in a man's knapsake. It is only the 
civilian and community concern that will help these young men and women re- 
turn to their homes as better citizens, when their military experience is 
Overe 


The need for USO will continue as long as we have military service of the 
size we are rapidly becoming accustomed to, as long as we expect military 
service of the majority of our male population, as long as communism re- 
mains a threat. 


G.S.0. BACKGROUND 


At first the letters G.S.0. probably mean very little to you, but as you 
become more acquainted with our organization they will mean a great deal 
to youe G.S.0. stands for Girls Service Organization. Back in 191 at the 
very outset of World War 11, a group of young ladies in Wakegan, Illinois, 
organized a service club and called it the Girls Service Organization. It 
was so successful that Armed Services Y.M.C.A.'s adopted the idea and now 
there are G.S.0. organizations in every state in the union, and in Alaska, 
Honolulu, Central America and recently in Europe. 


In our G.S.0. we have two circles or smaller clubs within the big club. You 
will then work together in your circle tobuild an active and interesting co- 
ed programs 


WHAT IS A MEMBER OF THE G.S.0. O9R A JUNIOR HOSTESS 


A hostess is a lady with guests to be cared for, Her responsibility is 
to see that her guests have a wonderful time. Different guests enjoy 
different things, not always in accordance with the hostess's ideas nor 
do they always run to dancing. A hostess at the U.S.0. usually has 
plenty of guests which should keep her on her toes constantly, If you 
can always remember that you are the hostess ere and feel the same res=- 
ponsibility for the Servicemen who come here as you would for a guest in 
your own house, you will always be gracious, kind, and thoughtful, and 
in doing so, will gain for yourself the reputation of being a charming 
hostess and one whom your guest will long remember. The strange thing is 
that we find that the better time you give, the better time you have, 

The girl who throws herself into the activity is the one who has the best 
time ry 


Being a hostess will not permit a lady to spend the entire evening with 

any one of her guests or permit her to snub any of them, either male or 
female. She must have a friendly nod or cheery smile for all and be able to 
courteously break away. rom any of her guests who are absorbing too 

much of her time so that she can be constantly broadening her circle of 
friends and be ever on the alert to see that the party goes well, and 

that nothing by word or deed lowers the standard or quality of the party. 

A girl who puts these things into practice during her service in GeSe0. 
will be a real credit to the organizations 


Now, what are you going to do about dating? Are you going to permit ay’ 
fellow to escort you home if he asks for a date the first or second time 
you have met him? We know all the old stories about his being away from 
home, and all he wants is to be friendly and buy you a cup of coffee, 
For your own protection girls, you'd better continue to say, "Thank yOu, 
but not tonight." Conditions will be much happier and simpler if you in= 
sist on meeting a fellow at the USO several times and enjoy the activi- 
ties together here, Then, if you enjoy his company and feel that he is a 
nice fellow invite him to your home where he can meet your family. 


PERSONALITY 


Personality is the application and expression of oneself in actions and 


words, at any time and at any placee 


A. 


Be 


Ce 
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Poisee 
1. Under poise comes tactfulness, courtesy, tolerance, and you 

have heard the old saying about the art of being cool, calm 
and collected, which could be summed up to say, no loud 
laughter, but a friendly smile, being natural and acting 
yourself, By all means leave all prejudices at the doore 
Remember we are all human beings and like to be treated as 
suche 

Personal Grooming.e 


le Personal grooming is a matter of your own conscience, but 
keep in mind the special requirements. Hair, Face, Clothes 
and Shoes, also the amount of, and kind of jewelery that is 


suitable. 
Speech. 

1. Speech means a conversational and listening ability. | 

2. ‘ot too much slang and no loud talking. 

3. Don't get into controversial subjects or arguments. Keep 
all conversations on a high plane. A dance can be made dull 
or interesting, depending on the partners ability to speak 
and ability to listen, After all, he might have something he 
would like to say also. 

Vibrancye 


le The dictionary gives for the definition: resonant, resound- 
ing; to swing, quiver, vibrate. So when youspeak, have life 
in your voice, Mean what you saye 

2. If you have any ideas speak them out and keep an eye out for 
anything that might help our G,.S.0. in any way. 

3. Be on your own hook and think on your own hook, but know 
what is going on arounde 

he "Be a doer," 


The dances and other activities are what you make them, so get in and 


let some of that charm, individualism and personality be evident. 


MANNERS 


Charm is what you have which makes people like youe It is something you 
acquiree In other words it is your total make-up, or the art of being 
calm, cool and collected at all times, 


Xk. YOICE: You have seen many lovely looking people whose charm was 


shattered when they spoke, We probably talk more than 
anything else we do, so it should be pleasant to listeners, 
Make your voice softly pitched and clear, It is never 
necessary to raise your voice so that you are making a scenee. 
Of course what you say is effective too. Do you have a two 
word vocabulary or can you talk without resorting to slang? 
Slang adds a tang of flavor to conversation like salt to 
food, but it can be over used. 


2. There are a number of qualities that we, as hostesses should have: 
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Adaptability; Face a disappointment or a change of plans as 
though it were less than a catastrophy. If an activity has to 
be changed, make the best of it and do your best to make the 


substituted one a successoe 


Sense of Fitness: Cultivate a sense of conduct and apparel for 
the occasion, Shouting on a picnic is acceptable where it is 
not acceptable across the dance floor, If you get a phone call 
don't run across the dance floor, walk calmly around the side 
and walk, don't leap up the steps, two at a times 


Friendliness: Cold, aloof and snobbishness does not belong at 
the USO. Greet and act toward everyone in the same manners 


Sincerity: Let the interest you show in everyone and every- 
thing pertaining to the USO program be sincere. When you are 
talking to someone give your undivided attention to that per= 
son and mean the interest that you are showings 


the other off-the-cuff mannerisms to keep in mind: 

Cooperate in all G.5,0,. activities in all types of programss 
Rememsex you are here primarily for service, If the G.S.Q. 
is taking part in any program it is your responsibility to 
take part as a GoS-O,. members 


Listen to the announcements, so that you may be fully informed 
as to your responsibiiit bLESS 

Be courteous to the staff members at the desk, They will be 
glad to s erve you when they are free of a customers 

Don't forget courtesy to the Srs Hostesses. They a ppreciate 
your attentions. 
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CODE OF STANDARDS 


GIRLS SERVICE ORGANIZATION 
Astoria, Oregon 


I CONDUCT 


The Girls Service Organization is judged by the conduct of each member. 
Unsuitable actions by any GSO girls bring brings criticism to the whole 
organization by the community. Each girl carries a great responsibility 
in this respect. 


It must be kept in mind that the GSO girl is the hostess and not the guest, 
She must guard against the temptation to stay with one serviceman too long, 
for her time should be divided among several, A good hostess would never 
entertain a "date"while on duty as a hostess, The efficient GSO hostess 
will be on the alert to be gracious to the shy and backward serviceman who 
needs recognition and companionship, She also must be alert to the type 
who "want to be left alone" and really mean it. However, a pleasant "good 
evening" is always in order. 


The good hostess is mindful of other GSO members, Friendly expressions of 
interest and common courtesies have meaning, especially to new GSO members. 
If there are any strangers in your GSO, then you have failed in putting 
into practice the very important principle of friendliness. 


There will be numerous occasions when other volunteers have a part in the 
program, An expression of your interest in their contribution will bring 
much favorable commendation to the GSO as well as to yourself. 


A GSO member is expected to dance with those servicemen who invite her to 
do so. However, she may refuse an invitation to dance if he seems to mono- 
polize her company, if his conduct is extremely objectionable, or if he 
appears to be intoxicated. In any case, she shall report the circumstances © 
to the staff member on duty. 


The conduct of a hostess as a dance partner is of extreme importance. She 
should attempt to curb the men who attempt to be "showoff" in their danc- 
ing. Unfavorable actions should be discouraged in light of the interpre- 
tations which are made by spectatorse 


A GSO girl does not gossip. Her attitude should be one of helpfulness 
and not destructive. 


A GSO member does not leave the activity prior to its scheduled end. 
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II THE POPULAR GIRL 


The popular girl is gracious to all servicemen and guests. She joins in 
on the activity when she arrives. A hostess who thinks of the pleasure 
of others is fulfilling her obligation as a GSO member, She greets those 
waiting for the event and makes proper introductions. 


The girl with a smile is a popular girl anywhere. Add to this the ability 
to carry on an interesting conversation, and you have an ideal combinatione 


The popular girl takes part inall phases of the program, not only in dances, 
but in social recreation, educational, and religious activities. She is 
never found among those who interfere with or hold back events which have 
been agreed upon. 


The popular girl is conscious of the fact that most servicemen have friends 
at home; some are engaged, and others married. She will keep her heart 
and emotions under controls 
Attracting attention does not make a girl popular. 
III DRESS 
"Good taste in dress is not a matter of expensive clothes." 
GSO girls are requested to wear simple but becoming clothes, The garments 


should be clean and well-pressed. Clothing should be a "happy medium!" fit, 
not toolarge nor too tight. 


All GSO hostesses must dress to suit the occasion. 


The standards of the GSO act as a pattern for otherse Servicemen enjoy the 
companionship of girls who are neat and feminine in their dresse The GSO 
hostesses can exert an influence on the men to have them maintain a general 
neatness in their appearances 


IV BUILDING REGULATIONS 


A GSO member is required to sign in and out of the club on each visit. She 
is also obliged to carry her membership card with her, Members must not 
leave the building until the close of the evening's from a staff persons 


Members leaving the building or place of program during an event will not be 
re-admitted during the course of the evening without special permission. 


Punctuality is a cardinal virtue. You are expected to be on times The 
boys are always early and if no girls show up on time they get discouraged 
and leavee Special arrangements must be made with a staff member for ex- 
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Unless working or school hours interfere, a GSO girl is not permitted to 
enter for program activities later than 1 hour after the scheduled time. 
Permission may be given for certain circumstances which call for special 
consideration, 


Smoking on the dance floor is not permitted as it is a fire hazard. 
V ATTENDANCE REGULATIONS 


Attendance is required at the regular general meeting and the group meet- 
ings. Continual unexcused absences are cause for suspension, Excused 
absences may be secured by clearing with the staff GSO advisor prior to 
the meeting, 


A GSO member is required to attend the monthly and group meetings for 
these reasons: 


1. That she may become acquainted with other members, 

2. That she may learn about the general plans of the GSO 
and become aware of the responsibilities which she and 
her group have in them, 

3. That she may benefit from the special training programs 
and have a part in the general welfare of the GSO, 


A GSO member receives credit for attendance, hours of service, and special 
programs. These credits are summarized and become the basis for special 
recognition, 


Each GSO member shall participate in at least four activities or substitute 
services each month. 


All GSO members are required to attend a GSO training meeting or refresher 
course or GSO conference once a yeare 


Members in charge of activities must be in attendance of the program or 
have a substitute. The staff should be notified in such a case, 


VI SERVICE WIVES 


In view of the USO's policy to concern itself with the welfare of service- 
men, GSO members are requested to be on the alert when servicemen bring 
their wives to the social activity programs, A serviceman is also permitted 
to bring his wife to dances. GSO members should extend a greeting of wel- 
come to those married folks. They play a very important part in the morale 
of the servicemen, Introduction to a staff member is an important procedure, 


VII SERVICE WOMEN 


Thoughtful GSO members shall..do everything in their power to make the girl 
in uniform feel at home. She is entitled to club privileges and, like all 
of us, is looking for pleasant companionship in the USO. Little courtesies 
and consideration will win these girls away from home to the support of 

the USO. 
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VIII GUESTS 


The hostess who brings a guest should make every effort to make her visit 
enjoyable, She should be introduced to many different girls and service- 
men, should be made to feel that she is an accepted member of the group 
that evening rather than a person on trial, 


A girl may come as a guest three times, Beyond this, a girl must apply 
for membershipe 


A former GSO girl, who is single, is welcome as a guest only once. If 
she desires to continue, she is obliged to make a written application 
for reinstatement. 


Special consideration may be given to persons who are visiting the community 
for a limited period, who meet the general qualifications for membership. 


On some occasions, a serviceman may have an out-of-town guest whom he wishes 
to be his guest at USO programs. A guest card may be applied for by the 
serviceman. 


Parents of servicemen and hostesses are more than guests, ‘They are always 
welcome to come to the USO, 


ARTICLE I-NAME 
The name of this organization shall be the Girls Service Organization, 
ARTICLE II~PURPOSE 


Section 1. The purpose of the Girls Service Organization is to cooperate 
with the USO-Armed Services YMCA in promoting a recreational, social, edu- 
cational, and religious program for men and women in the Armed Services of the 
United States and visiting servicemen of the United Nations. 


Section 2. The function of the Girls Service Organization is to help plan and 
provide wholesome recreational, social, educational and religious opportunit- 
ies for the servicemen in the form of dances, parties, home hospitality, in- 
formal gatherings, and religious programs, and to assist by serving as volun- 
teers in kitchen duty, music room, dancing, coed games, etc, 


ARTICLE ITI-MEMBERSHIP 


Section I. Membership in this organization shall be open to single girls 
between the ages of 17 and 30 who have fulfilled GSO requirements. 


ARTICLE IV OFFICERS 
Section 1. The officers of the Girls Service Organization shall be President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and group chairmen. Their term of office 


shall be for one year unless re-elected. No officer shall hold the same office 
for more than two consecutive years. 


ARTICLE MEETINGS 
Section 1. The general meetings of the Girls Service Organization shall be 
held once a month; the appointed evening of the month. Special meetings may 
be called by the President, if she has the sanction of the rest of the execu- 
tive committee. 


Section 2, The annual meeting shall be held in October at the regular GSO 
meeting o - 


ARTICLE VI AMMENDMENTS 
Section 1. The constitution may be ammended by a two-thirds vote of the mem-= 
bers present at a general meeting providing the proposed amendment has been 
discussed at the previous meeting. 

BYLAWS 

ARTICLE I-MEMBERSHIP 


Section I, Membership in this organization shall be open to single girls 
between the ages of 17 and 30 with the following qualifications: 


Section 1. Cont, Good Character, dependability, social mindedness, refinement 
and neatness in appearances 


Section 2. New members: A girl does not get into any USO program without an 
interview and at that time will receive a copy of Rules Governing the Jr. Vol- 
unteer. She will be allowed to attend two USO functions as a guest. After the 
second visit she must decide whether or not she wants to join the GSO, If not 
she must not be allowed at any function. If she decides she wants to join the 
group she is given an interview by the GSO advisor, also a copy of the Constitue 
tion-Bylaws-Code of standards and at that time receives her guest card. 


Section 3, Temporary member: When an applicant gets her guest card she will 
become a temporary member and shall be granted privileges of membership for a 
month, She shall use this period of become acquainted with the program, and the 
other GSO hostesses, she must keep the rules to the best of her ability, and 
decide during the month whether or not our program is one in which she is ine 
terested. It will also give the staff, advisor, and the GSO members an oppor= 
tunity to decide whether she is the type of girl that will not only benefit by, 
but also be a benefit to our program. If during this period she does not con= 
form to the rules and regujations of the organization her guest card can be ree 
voked at any time, She must pass a written test before getting a permanent card. 


Section }}, Permanent member: When a girl has completed her training and has 
taken the written test she may fill out an application blank for full member= 
ship. When she fills out the application blank she must furnish three references, 
these must be outside of her family and no one her own age, The GSO advisor 

will contact these references and the information furnished will be kept secret 
and filed away, When the information from the three references has been re~- 
ceived and the guest has shown herself to be a desirable member the permanent 
card will be issued. 


Section 5. The membership dues for the Astoria GSO shall be .25¢ a month, pay= 
able at the regular GSO meeting. A member starts paying dues when she receives 
her permanent GSO card. 


Section 6. Members of GSO clubs from other cities will be welcomed into the 
fellowship of this organization for a period of one month. In order to become a 
permanent member, it will be necessary to secure a letter of recommendation from 


the former club staff GSO advisors 


Section 7. A former member of the GSO may rejoin the organization by having an 
interview with the staff GSO advisor who, in turn will present her application 

to the membership committee she will be obliged to attend a refresher training 

COUrSE o 


Section 8. Resignation of members: 
1. When a GSO girl marries, she loses her membership status. 
2. When a GSO girl becomes engaged it is suggested that she turn 
in her GSO card as her volunteer service for all phases of USO 
program is at an ends 


Section 8. Cont. Resignation of members: 

32 When a girl resigns from the GSO she must write a letter 
to the GSO stating that fact also include her GSO ecard. 

he A permanent GSO card can and will be suspended for the in- 
fraction of rules, If the girl continues to disregard the 
rules after a number of warnings her permanent card will 
be revoked, 

5. A permanent card can be suspended if a girl is 2 months, be- 
hind in her dues, she is reminded of the fact and. given 1 
month to pay UDe If she makes no arrangement for payment 
her card is to be suspended until dues are paid, ~ * 


Section 9. When a GSO girl marries, she loses her nembership status, If she ree 
mains in the community, she is eligible to continue her services with the 
Senior Hostess group, or Service Wives Program, if she marries a servicemane 


ARTICLE II-OFFICERS 


Section 1. Election of officers shall be by ballot at the annual meeting by 
a majority vote. 


Section 2, A nominating committee of three members shall be appointed by the 
President at least one month prior to the annual meeting to prepare a slate of 
candidates. 


Section 3. Additional nominations may be made from the floor, following the 
nominating committee's report. 


Sectionh. Vacancies in elective offices shall be filled by election when they 
occure 


Duties 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all club and 
executive Committee meetings and to assume general supervision of the affairs 
of the organization. She shall appoint committees not otherwise provided for. 
She shall be Ex-Officio member of all committees and shall perform all duties 
customarily devolving on a Presidente 


Section 2. The Vice-President shall assist the President and shall have all of 
the powers and perform all of the duties of the President in case of the in- 
ability of the President to serve. She shall also serve as editor of the USO 
paper. 


Section 3, The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the organi~- 
zation and of the Executive committee and shall have custody of all records re- 
lated thereto, She shall keep the official roster, maintain an accurate re- 

gister and attendance record of all members. She shall have charge of all nec- 
essary correspondence. She shall also be chairman of the membership committee. 


Section 4, The treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds of the organizas i 
tion in accordance with the provision of the by-laws, the instructions of the. ore 
ganization and the Executive Cermiittees, She shall keep an accurate record Pf 

the monthly dues and shall notify all tnose whe are delinquent. ee eS 


ARTICLE III-COMMITTEES 


Section 1. There shall be the following standing committees (1) Executive 
Committee. (2) Membership Committee. (3) Such other committees as may be 
deemed necessary by the Executive Committee. 


Section 2, The Executive Committee shall consist of the six officers, This 
committee shall carry the over-all responsibility of the organization between 
meetings. 


Section 3. The membership committee will be composed of three members and shall 
be responsible for girls who are guests to the extent that the advisor will ine 
troduce to members of the membership committee the girls she has just inter- 
viewed. They in turn will see that the guest meet the other GSO members. The 
membership committee shall be the BIG SISTERS of all new girls, helping them to 
become acquainted with the rules and regulations, They may suggest that a girl 
is not GSO material after they have noticed constant refraction of rules, 
especially after a girl has had them explained to her, These suggestions will 
be discussed with the Bxecutive Committee and the GSO advisor. 


ARTICLE IV-MEETINGS 


Section 1, The Girls Service Organization shall meet in the USO or a place 
designated after consyltation of the Executive Committee. 


Section 2, The order of business for general meeting shall be: 


1. Opening prayer collect, or inspirational thought. 
2e troductions--guests and new members, 

3. Minutes of previous meeting. 

lh. Report of Executive and Membership Committees. 

Se Report of special committees and groups. 

6. Unfinished business and general orders. 

7. New Business, 

8. Schedule of activities. 

9. Adjournment 


Section 3. Special programs may be presented following the business of the 
general meeting to include: special training materials, speakers, and social 
activities. 


Section 4. Group meeting should be held to plan for co-ed night and cabaret 
nights 


ARTICLE V-ORGANIZATION AND RELATIONSHIPS ~~ °° 


Section 1, The GSO shall be divided into groups, The size of the groups 
shall be dependent upon the program needs» 


Section 2, The group leader shall be the GSO representatives on the Program 
Council. 


ARTICLE VI-AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS 


The by-laws of this organization may be amended at any general meeting by a 
two-thirds vote of the members present, providing the proposed amendments have 
been submitted and discussed at the preceeding meeting of the GSO, 


ARTICLE VIL-QUORUM 


A majority of the members of the Girls Service Organization shall constitute a 
quorum provided written notice has beens ent to all GSO members, those present 
at a regularly called meeting shall constituteea quorum if they represent at 
least 20% of the active memberships 


